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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Planning Aid for Scotland 

Introduction 

1. Planning Aid for Scotland (PAS) is a national charity operating on social 

enterprise principles, working across Scotland to improve the way people engage 

with the land-use planning system and so create places where people will enjoy 

living, working and playing. 

2. Planning Aid for Scotland believes in a plan-led system which gives clear 

direction to everyone. PAS is actively involved in raising awareness of the 

opportunities for all people, including children and young people to engage in a 

transparent and equitable way with the planning system. 

3. Through educational resources, training programmes and mentoring service, and 

planning advice helpline, PAS is actively involved in raising awareness of the 

opportunities for all people to be involved in the planning system, and welcomes 

the opportunity to comment on the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill. 

Comments 

4. Planning is a public service which impacts on everyone – now and for future 

generations. It offers greater opportunity than any other public services for people 

to be involved at the earliest stage, with effective engagement offering the 

opportunity for people to be involved in designing and shaping the future of their 

places. 

5. However, the Scottish Government Consultation on the Modernisation of the 

Planning System with ‘Seldom Heard’ Groups’ (Feb 2009), which PAS was 

involved in researching, identified that young people as a group are particularly 

excluded from the planning system. 

6. In comments submitted in September 2012 to the Scottish Government 

consultation on the proposed bill PAS noted that in Norway, a legal framework is 

provided to involve children in planning and the built environment as part of 

promoting active citizenship from an early age. 

7. PAS occupies a unique position in Scotland as an impartial organisation focused 

primarily on helping people engage with the planning system; and believes that it 

is essential that all sectors of society have the opportunity to be involved – this 

kind of active citizenship requires knowledge and opportunity to ensure effective 

and meaningful engagement. To become an active citizen opportunities have to 

be created for participation. 

8. With moves towards co-production of public services in Scotland, there is now an 

excellent opportunity for children and young people to be involved in the planning 
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system at the earliest opportunity and to align that involvement with community 

planning. 

9. Sparking interest from an early age is likely to lead children to feel more 

connected, thinking about how and why their neighbourhood is changing, how to 

adapt to climate change and, most importantly, involving children in decision-

making. As children progress towards adulthood, and potentially taking on adult 

responsibilities at the age of 16, being informed about the planning system will 

mean that they are more likely to take an interest in what is happening in their 

communities, diversity within communities, and making those communities better 

places in which to live. Early engagement with young people will prepare them for 

active citizenship. 

10. The profile of the planning process is relatively low – it is not a topic discussed 

regularly within the school environment and this is something that requires to 

change if the next generation is going to act upon its right to be involved, to be 

heard and to help shape Scotland’s future. 

11. PAS’s experience of working with young people – most recently in our 

Charretteplus pilot project -tells us that given the opportunity, they have a keen 

interest in built and natural environment matters, and a unique perspective to be 

tapped into. 

12. PAS notes that Part 1 (sections 1a and 1b) of the bill state that Scottish Ministers 

must:  

 keep under consideration whether there are any steps which they could take 

which would or might secure better or further effect in Scotland of the UNCRC 

requirements, and  

  if they consider it appropriate to do so, take any of the steps identified by that 

consideration. 

13. PAS’s comments above are submitted with this in mind. 

Planning Aid for Scotland’s Work to Engage Children & Young People 

14. PAS has developed a series of innovative resources to inform young people in 

the 8-25 year age range about the importance of the planning system, and their 

rights to be involved. All PAS education programmes are aligned to the 

Curriculum for Excellence and are intended to set in process a journey through 

which young people will be able to become active citizens, and for this to 

continue throughout their lives. 

15. IMBY™ (In My Back Yard) is aimed at primary school children aged 8-11. The 

title turns around a common planning term NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard), 

suggesting someone with negative attitude towards any change, into a positive 

message encouraging young people to look around them and understand the 

http://www.planningaidscotland.org.uk/levenmouth
http://www.planningaidscotland.org.uk/page/122/Education.htm
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importance of having influence over what they see and understand how and why 

things change (or sometimes do not change). 

16. Utilising the perspective of an cartoon alien character visiting earth for the first 

time, children are engaged in learning about their local area from a planning 

perspective. The programme encourages active citizenship by asking the children 

to think about their surroundings and to focus on topical planning issues, such as 

waste/recycling, or the historic built environment. 

17. YEP!™ (Youth Engagement in Planning) aims to support young people aged 

16-24 in learning about the planning system, and how to get involved, in the 

context of their local communities. The programme aims to introduce young 

people to the role of community councils and other decision making structures. It 

also equips them with the knowledge, skills and confidence necessary to get 

more involved in civil engagement in their area, and have their say in how their 

local community develops.  

18. Young Placemakers is a programme which will create a network of motivated 

young community leaders (16-20 years old) who will champion active citizenship 

and create a stronger voice for young people. Each Young Placemaker will be 

assigned a planning mentor to support them through the programme. The 

position will be held for three years and all Young Placemakers will be trained in 

facilitation, presentation and communication skills which will equip them to deliver 

peer learning throughout Scotland. 

19. The project was launched in May 2013 with the support of Derek Mackay MSP, 

Minister for Local Government and Planning as well as the following 

organisations: Royal Town Planning Institute, CoSLA, Scottish Youth Parliament, 

Young Scot, YouthLink Scotland, Council of Ethnic Minority Voluntary Sector 

Organisations, Capability Scotland, LGBT Scotland and The Gypsy and Traveller 

Law Reform Coalition. 

Contacts 

20. Planning Aid for Scotland would be pleased to respond to any queries with regard 

to these representations and is always willing to consider a joint venture with the 

promoters of the consultation document to take forward further research or 

training on any aspect of the subject which relates to the core business of PAS. 

Planning Aid for Scotland 

25 July 2013 

 

Planning Aid for Scotland 

Unique 

Planning Aid for Scotland (PAS) is an charity operating on social enterprise 

principles, working across Scotland to help people shape their communities and 
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improve the way people engage with the planning system. Planning is a vital public 

service and everyone in Scotland should be able to participate. PAS aims to provide 

everyone with the skills and information to engage positively with planning. 

Reforms in 2009 to the Scottish planning system aim to make the system more 

inclusive and efficient. Everyone in Scotland should be able to participate in planning 

- but not everyone has the understanding and tools to do so. This is where PAS can 

help. 

Impartial 

As an independent organisation, impartiality is PAS’s most important guiding 

principle – one that will not be compromised. PAS delivers all its products with a 

professional and impartial approach. 

Volunteer-based 

PAS’s services are delivered by a network of more than 350 volunteers (all of whom 

are planning or built environment professionals). PAS also works with legal experts, 

communications specialists, community artists and others, who offer their time and 

specialist knowledge to enable everyone to gain the skills and confidence to engage 

with Scotland’s planning system. 

Volunteering is at the heart of the way PAS does business. Volunteer time and 

energy is not a cheap way of delivering products – on the contrary, it represents an 

investment which then generates added value to our unique products. 

For Everyone 

PAS provides a wide range of products and services – from a free planning advice 

service to tailored training products. PAS has developed services for everyone – 

planning professionals, local authorities, elected members, community councils, 

young people, and for members of the public who are simply interested in how their 

town or city is changing. 

www.planningaidscotland.org.uk  
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